AFTER   EVEREST
fifty people, a good operating-room, and several private
wards. The Indian doctor here is very business-like and
efficient, and has the confidence of a large section of the
people for miles around. One of the wards was built two
or three years ago by public subscription, and opened by a
local magnate. There is alwa\rs plenty to do at Attingal,
and Dr. Samuel and I are hard at it for four or five days,
treating all and sundry, from the Tahsildar—the Mayor
of the district—to the poor untouchables with their ill-
nourished, skinny little children covered with sores and
flies. All must have the best wre can do for them; rich
or poor, each one has some need, and we have got to
do everything we can to supply it. For nearly a month,
this tour of the branch hospitals goes on; for nearly a
month there is no rest for any of the Neyyoor Team,
except in brief snatches. The unremitting siege of our
little party by suffering and distress, fever and misery, at
last draws to a close, and the presence of a few malingerers
and malades imaginaires among the crowd shows us that
we are coming to the end of the really urgent work.
So back to Neyyoor we go late at night, possibly stop-
ping for a bathe on the way, in the lovely warm, green
sea-water of Kovalam. To-morrow we must be up early,
for the daily round of work at Neyyoor must^begin once
more. We may think we ought to get a little holiday,
but we can't do that. Never mind; April will soon be
here, and a few weeks in the cool air of the hills will set
us going for another year.
One final word must be said, about the Indian doctors
in charge of the branch hospitals during these hectic times.
The missionary's visit brings many extra patients to a
place, and the doctor in charge has all his ordinary work
to do as well as a lot of extra jobs. Each day, before
I arrive, he has probably been up for a couple of hours,
and has already seen a number of the local sick whose
ailments axe not very serious. All the time I am at the
hospital he is on the go, now giving an anaesthetic, now
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